
ntl Nr) A8 0lrv'lsNvur

nllHNlxlf

ADO- !l .:-!

\ I - r-

https://www.libris.ro/death-s-end-the-three-body-problem-3-cixin-liu-9781784971656--p37717820.html




I

'Surreqruauar roy rq8u ]sn[ 'arut] ,(1aa'o1 e sl slql
'urB8e Sunod 1aa1 1 '11asdur Jo ,4AoPEqs aql

re 3ur1oo1 'ItrEq se^e.^a a]ranoqlls aqr larranoqlls rql lE eAE,4 I
'uns Surllas el{l Jo luoJJ

ur 'uozrroq luetsrp atll uo llesdru Jo ettenoqlls rql lE elels I uaql

!:arlrea se^rrre {snp ttrql os uns oqt tuIP 1 'uado Sulddod dluappns

seda ssaltunor a41 uarsrlE plel; eqt ur s8utlpeas eql uo sdo.rp.la.ep aqr

'sryrqs rq8rl ai4r 1o eiSue rqt sE PUE 'lse.&\ eq] ol uns eql e^otu I
'3rntn1 eqt uI lsixo lou III^ pue 'lua

- s a-r d aq, u * s r x a,, 
" 
., 

:,L,:::: H :ix i.:i H'I ;: H I o 
"r;" 

: 
",, 'sn ot IIeJ t.uo^t >lset 1eq] 'asrnor 19 's:rlrceds eql IIE uI III] ol ralsea

1r J>leur deur auell aql ',{epeuros lauerl e iluo trel]I;,vr o^,I oS

'eJoql ernPus PUE esJeAIUn raeu aql qfE)J

.{11nyadoq 13,u deqr 'selltoq Surrtoil uI POIEaS '}LIEPunqe ,(peerle

eJr pa^.rrsord uaaq oAeLI t€ql sll?taP egtr 'rsed rql Jo }unoof,E u?

ro drolsrq e -ro; 'arurrl u ,(1u6 'slretaP eqt Prof,er cl luEA\ l.uoP I
'erntnJ aqt ur uadduq tou IIr^

pue ',rtou ace1c1 3ur1tt l,ua.Ie 'lsed Jql ur JnJf,o f.uprp sa8ed esaql

Lrr PalEIJl sllier\e 3ql JoJ'Tsaiatp lI IIEI o1 alEJnlle ua.^.e ]ou s(ll
'drolsrq;o ro8rr aqt s>trtrel tt 'droruaru dtu sr

uo.,i.1a-r uBr I IIl: 3luIS'lnq I{,tolstq Pellel aq or rq8no srql osoddns 1

Snll Jo 3o,slno rsYd Y
or 3)Yl3ud lHr r{oul rdugfxs



I IUYd



9

ueIEl sarerd PUE srlq :PUEI{ le sE^\ ra^aleq.^a I{1I^{ IParq eql uI PallrJ
.{aq1 'rsnp;o 11n1 .{1s e raPun slue alerg Jo rure^\s E a>lII slle.4 eq} uI

puno,^. qsaJJ el{l oluo Paqsnr suezl}Itr PUE slalPlos ssellunof, (rre aql

pa11r; uorsoldxe aqt ulorJ slrqeP aql olltll6. :auef,s eql aurEeut plnoo

.ro.redura aqa 'ruer8 elqISIAuI uE Jo atlq eql e>lII 'a4rls q)Ee I{lI.^a

slle,{\ eql otur sBuruedo pe8no8 ,^Aou s[ltg auols ]uer8 eql lng
'seiluaue lnyerrtod dueru os PaAI^Jns

peq unof, aurluezdg eqt reqt uoseel uleru eql era.,rt PuE 'pepuedxa

puE parroJurer ,(11enurluo) uasq peq daqr 'llnlual ql,IJ oql Suunp

II snrsopoeql dq llrnq tsrl; :slle.4a lse8uo.rls s,PIro,^A 3gl ero,!4' eseql
'aldourturtsuoJ lo slle.^ eLIl Parelteq slluq eLlols punod-pa.rpunq

-eAleA\1-11Bgrg .raaur8ue aqr dg peu8rsap sPreguloq snorlsuoru aLIl

Jo 3uo Peolar 01 suEruollo eI{] Iool 1I eulrl eql-srnoq seJLIl dJe^E

'sryeds durl ur papoldxa salou eql araq.tn''serue 11

aipuEf, eql orur perllrP PuE u,&oP 11e; s-read PuEsnoql e sdegrad -ro1

erEIEd l€ar9 eq] 1o dol uo trs PEtl rerll ]snP 1o dsr,t e pue 'parurung
prqelepuEr -ra,t1ts Surte:ql^ eI{J 'quEe ai{t uILIII^\ daeP tuorJ eleuISIro

ol peurees reqt alenb luelol^ 'lnyre.Lrod e 'lt petcedxe eq lualuoru

aql euIEJ JoIueJl eql :eteJn)ce dlea se,tA arxrl Jo esuas sIH
'Pelle^\ Pue

'ratq8tt ago.r aldrnd srq pe11nd 'urlq ,o luory uI sderu asualep-dtr:

1o alrd aqr de.tte peqsnd IX eulluetsuo3 ';lasurrq llallor o1 Sursne4

NYIfIgYI^I 3HI IO HIYIIO 3HI
'a')'9,gll AYn



from other buildings in the city, flaxen-cloth bags of earrh, expen-
sive Arabic carpets. ... He could even imagine the cloud of dust,
steeped in the light of the setting sun, drifting slornly roward
Constantinople like a goiden shroud.

During the five weeks the city had been under siege, rhese trernors
had come seven times a day, spaced as regularl,v as the strokes of
some colossal clock. This r,r,as the time and rhythm of another rvorld,
the time of heathens. Compared to rhese tremors, the ringing of the
double-headed eagle copper clock in the corner that represented
the time of Christendom seemed feeble.

The tremors subsided. After a while and with an effort, Emperor
Constantine pulled his rhoughts back to the reality before him.
He gestured to let the guard know that he was ready for his visitor.

Phrantzes, one of the emperor's most-trusted ministers, came in
with a slender, frail figure trailing close behind.

"This is Helena." Phrantzes stepped aside, revealing rhe w-oman.
The emperor looked at her. The noblewomen of Constantinople

tended to favor clothes bedecked lvith elaborate decorative elemenrs,

while the commoners wore plain, shapeless white garments that
draped to the ankles. But this l{elena seemed a combination of
both. Instead of a tunic embroidered with gold thread, she w.ore a

commoner's rvhite dress, but over it she draped a luxurious cloak;
however, instead of the purple and red reserved for the nobility, the
cloak was dyed yellow. Her face was enchanting and sensual,
bringing to mind a flower that would rather rot in adoration than
fade in solitude.

A prostitute, probably one who did rather well for herseif.
Her body trembled. She kept her eyes lowered, but the emperor

noticed that they held a feverish glow, hinting at an excitement and
zcal rare for her class.

"You claim the powers of magic?" the emperor asked.

He wanted to conclude this audience as quickly as possible.
Phrantzes was usualll, mericulous. Of the approximarely eight
thousand soldiers defending Constantinople now, only a small
number came from the standing army, and about two thousand

were Genoese mercenaries. Phrantzes had t
recruiting the rest, a few at a time, from th
Though the emperor wasn't particularly intere,

the capable minister's standing demanded tha
a chance.

"Yes, I can kill the sultan." Helena's quiet'.-r

strands in a breeze.

Five days earlier, standing in front of the

dernanded to see the emperor. \7hen guards tri
she presented a small package that stunned the 

1

sure what she was showing them, but thel.kn
thing she should have possessed. Instead oi t
emperor, she had been held and interrogated
acquired the item. Her confession had been cor

then brought to Phrantzes.

Phrantzes nolv took out the small bundle.
cloth, and placed the contents on the emperor

The emperor's gaze was as stupefied as rho:

days ago. But unlike them, he knew immer
looking at.

More than nine centuries earlier, during rl
the Great, master craftsmen had cast trvo chair

studded with gems and glowing with a beaurl'

The two chalices were identical save for the arr;
of the gems. One of the t\^ro was kept bt s

emperors, and the other one had been seaie

treasures into a secret chamber in the foundar
in y7 C.E., when the great church was rebuilt

The glow of the chalice in the Great Palace r

familiar with had dulled with the passage oi
front of him now looked so bright it could
yesterday.

No one had believed Helena's confession a

she had probably stolen the chalice from one

Although many knew of the secret chamber un
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fe"v knew its exact location. Moreover, the secret chamber r,vas

nestled among the giant stones deep in the foundation, and there
were no doors or tunnels leading to it. It should have been impossible
to enter the chamber r,vithout a massive engineering effort.

Four days ago, however, the emperor had ordered the precious
artifacts of the city collected in case of Constantinople's fall. It was
realll, x desperate measure, as he understood ver1, well that the
Turks had cut off all routes leading to the city, and there would be

nowhere for him to escape rvith the treasures.
It had taken thirty laborers working nonsrop for three da-ys to

enter the secret chamber, lvhose walls were formed from stones as

massive as those in the Great Pyramid of Cheops. In the middle of
the chamber was a massive stone sarcophagus sealed shut with
twelve thick, crisscrossing iron hoops. It took most of another day
to saw through the iron hoops before five laborers, under the gaze
of manv guards, finally managedto liftthe cover off the sarcophagus.

The onlookers lvere amazed not by the treasures and sacred
objects that had been hidden for almost a thousand years, but by the
bunch of grapes placed on top, still freSh.

Helena had claimed to have left a bunch of grapes in the sar-
cophagus five days ago, and as she had declared, half of the grapes
had been eaten, with only seven left on the stem.

The workers compared the treasures thev recovered against the
listing found on the inside of the cover of the stone sarcoprhagus;
everything was accounted for except the chalice. If the chalice
hadn't already been found with Flelena, and lvithout her testimony,
everyone present would have been put to death even if they all swore
that the secret chamber and the sarcophagus appeared intact.

"How did you retrieve this?" the emperor asked.
Helena's body trembled even harder. Apparently, her magic did

not make her feel safe. She stared at rhe emperor with terror-filled
eyes, and squeezed out an answer. "Those places ... I see them .,.
I see them as . . ." She struggled to find the right word. ". .. open. . . . ,,

"Can you demonstrate for me? Take out something from inside
a sealed container."

Helena shook her head, dread stillins her :
Phrantzes fc,r help.

Phrantzes spoke up. "She says that shs c-.

magic in a specific place. But she can't reve:, :
one must be ailowed to follorn, her. C)therri'rse i

power forever."
I {elen a nodded vigorousl.y.

"ln Europe, you u,oulcl alreadv have bee n b --

empreror said.

Helena collapsed to the ground and hr,rge..

figure looked like a child's.
"Do -vou knol,"'hc,w to kill?" the empei'or i:
But Helcna only tremble d. A fter repeated ur:

she finallv nodcled.

"Fine," the emperor said tr,, Phrantzes. ''Tc.

Phrairtzes led F{elena down a long flight of srar:,
along the w,ay cast dinr circles of light. Under r ,

armed soldiers lr,hose armor reflected the Irg:
livel-v. flickeri n g patterns.

Finally, the trvo arrived at a dark cellar. H. ,

tighter ar:ound her. This was r.vhere the pa:-..,

during the summers,

The cellar held no ice norv. A prisoner s.,.i-,.-:

in the corner: an Anltolian officer, based e,n ih.
His fierce eyes.like a wolf's, glared at Phrantze:
the iron bars.

"You see him?" Phrantzes askeci.

Ilelena nodded.

Phrantzes handed her a sheepskin bag. ")
Return with his head before dara.,n."

Helena took out a scimitar from the bag. glrr:
like a crescent moon. She handerl it back r,
necd this."
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Then she ascended the stairs, her footfalls making no sound.
As she passed through the circles of light cast by the torches, she

seemed to change shape-sometimes a woman, sometimes d cat-
until her figure disappeared.

Phrantzes turned to one of the officers: "Increase the security
around here." He pointed to the prisoner. "Keep him under constant
observation."

After the officer left, Phrantzes waved his hand, and a man
emerged from the darkness, draped in the black robes of a ftrar.

"Don't get too close," Phrantzes said. "lt's all right if you lose

her, but do not under any circumstances iet her discover you."
The friar nodded and ascended the stairs as sileirtlv as Helena

had.

That night, Constantine slept no better than he had sitrce the siege

of Constantinople began: The jolts from the heavy bombards r,voke

him each time, just as he .uvas about to fall asleep. Before dawn,
he went into his study, where he found Phrantzes r.r,aiting for him.

He had already forgotten about the w,itch. Unlike his father,
Manuel II, and elder brother, John VIII, Constantine w-as practical
and understood that those -,vho put all their faith in miracles tended
to meet with untimely ends.

Phrantzes beckonecl at the door, and Helena entered noiselessly.

She looked as frightened as the lasr time the emperor had seen her,
and her hand shook as she lifted the sheepskin bag.

As soon as Constantine saw the bag, he knew that he had wasted
his time. The bag was fiat, and no blood seeped from it. It clearly
didn't contain the prisoner's head.

But the expression on Phrantzes's face wasn't one of disappoint-
ment. Rather, he looked distracted, confused, as though he was
walking while dreaming.

"She hasn't retrieved what we wanted, has she?" the emperor
asked.

Phrantzes took the bag from Helena, placed it on the emperor's

desk, and opened it. He stared at the emper,.

looking at a ghost. "She almost clid."

The emperor looked inside the bag. Scme r ,

was nestled on the bottom, like old murton !,-::
the candelabra closer.

"It's the brain of that Anatolian."
"She cut open his skull?" Constantine gl:-.

trembled in her cloak like a frightened rnous.,

"No, the corpse of the prisoner apperireJ :

men observe him, five men per warch, keepL ,=

from different angles. 'fhe guards at the ce 11-.-:

errra alertl not e\/en a mosquito coulcl har. .
Phrantzes paused, as though stricken bv hrs c ,., -

The emperor nodded at him to continLre ,

"Two hours after she left. the priso;re:
;onvrilsions and fell dow'n dead. Among the c:-
\\-ere an experienced Greek doctor and ver.r.r.
nor-ie could recall anyone dyir-rg in tiris parti:'...
larer, she returned and sl.rorved then-i this :.--.-

rhen cut open the corpse's skull. ir was emlil
Constantine observed the brain in t1.,- ,--.-

shorving no sigr.rs of damage. The fragrl- ,,:-.
retrieved u,ith great care. C-onstantine fc,cu.;-.
grasping the lapels of irer cioak. He imagii-.,.
reaching forr,r,ard. picking a mushroom nesr1. -
e fresh triossou-r from the tip of a brar.rcli. . . .

The emperor lifted his qaze up to\\ arj :

observing something rising over the horizc,r. :,
shook rvith another poundrng from the gigai,: .
rhe first tinre, rhe emperor did not feel rhe rrc:

iithere redlll' are rniracles, naw is the tirt; '
Cor.rstantinople .,vas in desperate strair:. r .-'

lost" After five u,eeks of bloody warfare, the e n. :
heavy casualties. In some places, the Turkrsh :
high as the walls, and the attackers \\'ere l:
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defenders. A ferv days ago, a brave fleet from Genoa had broken
through the blockade of the Bosporus and entered the Golden
Horn, bringing precious supplies and aid. Everyone beiieved
that they were the vanguard of more support from the rest of
Christendom.

Morale w'as low among the Ottoman camps. Most commanders
secretly wanted to aqsspl the truce terms cffered by the Byzantine
court and retreat. The onlv reason the Ottomans had not yet
retreated was because of a single man.

He was fluent in Latin, knowledgeable about thc arts and
sciences, skilled in r.varfare; he had not hesitated to drown his
brother in a bathtub to secure his orvu path ro the throne; he had
decapitated a beautiful slave girl in tront of his rroops to demonstrate
that he could not be tempted by rvomen.... Suitan Mehmed II was
the axle around which the wheels of the Ottoman war machine
revolved. If he broke, the machine would fall apart.

Perhaps a miracle truly has manifested.
".Why do you want to do this?" the emperor asked. He continued

to stare at the wall.
"I want to be remembered." Helena had been waiting for this

questron.

Constantine nodded. Money or treasure held no allure for this
woman; there was no vault or lock that could keep her frorn what
she desired. Still, a prostitute wanted honor.

"You are a descendant of the Crusaders?"
"Yes." She paused, and carefully added, "Not the fourth."
The emperor placed his hand on Helena's head, and she knelt.
"Go, child. If you kill l{ehmed II, you will be the savior of

Constantinople, and be rememberr:d as a saint forever. A holy
woman of the Holy City."

At dusk, Phrantzes led Helena onro the walis near the Ciate of
St. Romanus.

On the ground near the walls, the sands had turned black with
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the blood of the dying; corpses were strera-n all
had rained down from the sky. A bit farther
from the giant cannons drifted over the battler
light and graceful. Beyond them, the Ottoman
as the eye could see, banners as dense as a io
moist sea breeze under the lead-gray sky.

In the other direction, Ottoman warships cc

like a field of black iron nails securing the blue
Helena closed her eyes. Tbis is m,- battleiie'
Legends from her childhood, stories of her :

by her father, surfaced in her mind: In Europe.

the Bosporus, ther€ was a village in Pror.ence

descended on the village, and an army of childr.
cloud, red crosses glowing brightly from their.
leading them. Her ancestor, a man from the r il
their call and sailed across the Mediterranean
the Holy Land. I{e had risen through rhe :

a Templar Knight" Later, he had come to Consr.
beautiful woman, a holy warrior; they had fallt
birth to this glorious family... .

Later, when she was older, she had found
basic frame of the story was true: Her ancesto:

member of the Children's Crusade. It was nght .

swept through the villages, and he had joined :
his belly. Vhen the man had gotten off the boa

in Egypt, where he and more than ten thousanii
sold as slaves. After many years of bondage. he ,

to Constantinople, where he did indeed mee.

a holy knight. However, her fate wasn'r much t
Byzantine Empire had been hoping for ti
Christendom to fight off the infidels. Instead. rh
of frail women as poor as beggars. The Bvzann
supply these "holy warriors," and the u-ome

prostrtutes.

For more than a hundred years, Heiena's "s
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barely eked out a living. By her father's time, the family's poverty
had grown even more acute. A hungry Helena picked up rhe rrade
practiced by her own illustrious ancestor, but when her father found
out, he had beaten her, telling her that he would kill her if he ever
caught her again ... unless she took her clients back home so thar
he could negotiate a better price and keep the money "for her."

Helena left home and began to live and piy her trade on her
own. She had been to Jerusalem and Trabzon, and even visited
Venice. She was no longer hungry, and she dressed in beautiful
clothes. But she knew that she was no different from a blade of grass
growing in the mud by the road: indistinguishable from the muck,
as travelers trampled over her.

And then, God granted Helena a miracle.
Even then, she didn't model herself after Joan of Arc, another

woman who had been divinely inspired. \\ihat hacl the Maid of
Orl6ans received from God? Only a sword. But God had given
Helena something that vrould make her into the holiest woman
besides Mary....

"Look, that's the camp of el-Fatih, the Conqueror." Phranrzes
pointed away from the Gate of St. Romanus.

Helena glanced over and nodded.

Phrantzes handed her another sheepskin bag. "Inside are three
portraits of him from different angles and in different clothing.
I've also given you a knife-you'll need it. 'S7e 

need his entire head,
not iust the brain. It's best if you wait until after nightfall. He $,on'r
be in his tent during the day."

Helena accepted the bag. "You remember my $,arning."
"Of course."

Don't follow nre. Don't enter the place uhere I must go. Otber:-
wise tbe magic will stop u,orking, foreuer.

The spy who had followed her last time, in the guise of a friar,
had told Phrantzes that Helena had been very careful, turning and
looping back on her own path multiple times until she arrived in the
Blachernae quarter, the part of the cit1, where bombardment from
the Turkish cannons was heaviest.

-Ihe 
spv had watched as Helena enrerec.l rh. .

that had once been part of a mosque. Vhen C,_,r

the order to destrov the mosques in the cin'. il..:
had been left alone because. during the iast pl:-
inen had run inside and djed, and no one \\-lr-rr
Afrer the siege begar.r, a srray cannonball he.i .-

half of the rninaret.
Fcllowing Phrantzes's admonition, the spr

minaret. But he I'rad questioned two soldrcr: ''
before it had been struck by the strav missrle . Tr.
thev had inrended to sct up a lr.atch srarion on :
but gave up after realizing it wasn't tail enoLrg:.
rhat there was llorhing inside except a feu- L,re.,
.rnti1 thev were practically skeletons.

This time, Phranrzes didn't send an\-onc _

I{e'"vatched as she made her u,a}, through the :, .:
rop of the walls. Among the dirt-and-blood-c:
rhe soldiers, her bright cloak stood our. Bur rhr :
pard her no attention. She descended from thc ,,

inaking an obvious effort to throw, off ani ,_ _

iollorving irer, headed for the Blachernae qu:1rrtr:

Night fell.

Constantine stared at the drying water stain on t:.
for his vanishing hope.

The stain hacl been left by a dozen spies. L:,
in the uniforms and turbans of the Ottoman forc..
through the blockade in a tiny sailboat ro uelc.
ileet that was supposed to be on its u,av ro :.
Constantinople. But all they saw was the emprr. -1g

e \en a shadow of the rumored fleet. The di..::
carried out their dut1, and made their u,av back ri. -

to bring the emperor the terrible news.

Constantine finally understood that rhe r:
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